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2 SAM, vu. 23, 24, 25, 26. 
IWhat one nation in the earth is like thy 


people, even like Iſrael, whom 


God 


went to redeem for a people to him- 


ſelf, and to make him a name, and 


to do for you great things, and 


ter- 


rible, for thy land, before thy people 
whish thou redeemedſt to thee from 
Egypt, from the nations, 4 and from 


their gods ? 


For — haſt confirmed to * felf ux 


people Iſrael to be a people unto 


thee 


for ever, and thou, Lord, art become 


their God. 


Aud now, O Lord God, the word that 


thou haſt ſpoken concerning thy ſervant, 
and concerning his houſe, eftabliſh it 
for ever, and do as thou haſt ſaid ! 
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And let thy name Ws 3 for ever, 
Aying the Lord of Hoſte is the God 
over Iſrael : and let the houſe of thy 
| Fr DAVID be eſtabliſhed before 
The. 


© HE deſirable and happy U- 
nion of the two illuſtrious 
J 73 * Houſes of HANOVER 
and NASSAU, in a 
1 5 Pal R; each a diſtinguiſhing 


Honour and glory to both ; and with all 


the grandeur and magnificence of the /aff 


wech, has, I doubt not, fill'd every Bri- 
tiſh heart with 'a lively joy. 'The uni- 


vetſal ſatisfaction that has overſpread 


ſuch a divided nation as ours, is as juſt 


as it is uncommon and ſurprizing. The 
proſpects of every true friend to liberty 
inlarge and extend themſelves ; bleſſings 
ſcem written down for future ages; and 
for once let us imagine, that we ſee the 
band of God at the finiſhing of this glo- 
rious work, thro' all the cloud, pointing 


the eye of our King to that antient pro- 


miſe made to David, in the 16th verſe 


of 


of this chapter, as what he may hope bs 
ſhall be accompliſhed- in his Faraily, 


Thine houſe and thy kingdom ſhall be efta- 
bliſhed for ever before thee ; thy throne _ 
be eftabliſhed for ever. | 


On this occaſion therefore, I could 
not refrain paying my ſhare to the com- 
mon joy. And it will not, I hope, be 
reckoned out of character, for a proteſtant 
-diſſenting miniſter to take ſuch a method of 
diſcovering it as may increaſe the paſſion, 
and cauſe it to aſcend, in a becoming 
manner, to God, the great and original 
author. With this view have I choſen 
the words now read, which are the 
prayer of David, for himſelf and his roy- 
al houſe, founded on the promiſe of God, 
already mentioned; and may, without 
any force, be improved to anſwer my 
deſign. To this end there are theſe four 
general heads to be diſcours d on. 


I. The grateful recollection king Da- 
vid makes of the peculiar interpo- 
ſures of proyidence, with reference 

to 
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to the nation of T/ael; and how 


far ſuch a reflection may be ſuitable 
to us. 


II. The end and defign of providence 


in theſe interpoſures; and the influ- 
ence they ſhould have on ſuch a peo- 
ple. God by this means diſcovers 
| himſelf to be eminently their God; 
and they are confirm d, or un- 
der peculiar obligations to be bis pea- 


ple. 


Ul. The incouragement given for the 


future hopes and expectations of a 
people from. ſuch paſt interpoſures, 

eſpecially from any preſent . 

appearance of God, 


And then, 


IV. How ſuch hopes and expecta- 
tions ought to diſcover themſelves, 
and what ſhould be the governing 
principle in all. The hopes are to 


be * by ſolemn prayer to Ty 
an 


49 
and this is to be the chief argu- 
ment to inforce the petition, that 
the name of God may be magnified ; 
and the Lord of Hoſts may appear to 
be king over 1/?ael. 


I. Let us conſider the grateful recollec- 
tion David makes of the paſt interpoſures 
of providerice, with reference to the na- 
tion of 1//at/; and how far it is applica- 
ble to us. This head I have deduc'd 
from the 1/8. verſe of the text. What one 
nation in the earth is like thy people, like 
fr ael, &c. | 


There are in theſe expreſſions, no 


doubt, particular references to ſeveral re- 
markable appearances of God for the Jews: 
but, as one great ſalvation was the be- 
ginning, the foundation of all the reſt, 
this ſeems to be principally in view, and 
the chief ſubject of praiſè and thankſgive 
ing. Now this was their deliverance from 
the houſe of bondage, and the land of Egypt. 
And to render this recollection the more 
affocting, the author, by his manner of 
expreſſion, ſeems to intimate theſe two 
| r 
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' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| (8) 
things. The particular nature of their 
deliverance, and the extraordinary way in 
which it was brought about. 


1. We may conſider a little the ſpecial 
nature of this deliverance of the Jews. It 
was not a bare freedom from temporal ca- 
lamities, from being ſlaves to their fellow 
creatures; tho that was hardſhip enough, 
eſpecially if we attend to the following ac- 
count which the ſcripture gives us of it. 


When another king aroſe who knew not Jo- 


ſeph, they, who were before a free and 
happy people, became the mark of the 
rage of a cruel and mercileſs tyrant. 
They were not, indeed, confined in pri- 
ſons; but as they were depriv'd of their 
natural right, which was almoſt as valu- 
able as their lives, their LIBER , the 
whole land of Egypt was no better than a 
dungeon; becauſe, wherever they went 
they dragg'd about their ſerters, and almoſt 
fainted under the weight and pain of them. 
The Egyptians ſet over the Iſraelites task- 
maſters which did affiit them; and they 
mage their lives bitter with hard bondage 

all 


(9) 
— all their ſervice they made them. perform, 
was with rigour ', And that he might 
in time deſtroy the whole race as well as 
kill their liberty at preſent, the cruel king 
order'd all the males to be murder'd as 
ſooh as they were born. — To be deli- 
ver'd then from ſuch ſervitude muſt be a 
great ſalvation : but that which ch:efly 
recommends it to every good man is, 
that they were deliver'd from the ſuperſti- 
tion, and idolatry of the Egyptians ; not 
only from their nation but from their 
Gods too. Religion is certainly the 
chief concern of every reaſonable be- 
ing, becauſe it is inſeparably connected 
with his ſupreme happineſs: and, upon 
this account, ir muſt be of equal im- 
portance to enjoy the true religion as 
any at all. Wherever, then, a people 
have a revelation, which appears, upon 
the whole, worthy of God; the ſecuring 
that, muſt be of the greateſt importance, 
and the reſtoration to the full enjoyment 
of the true worſhip it recommends, as 


« Exod. i. 13, r 
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much ſuperior to the preſerving world- 
ly enjoyments and poſſeſſions, as the ſoul 
is to the hogy; the everlaſting happineſs 
of a man to the comfortable accommo- 
dations of this ſhort tranſitory fate. The 
Iſraelites were favoured with the know- 
ledge of the true God, and inſtructed 
in the forms of .worſhip by God him- 
ſelf; which, for wiſe reaſons, was to 
conſiſt in divers rites and ceremonies; 
whereas the Egyßtians were not merely 
idolaters, but the moſt ſordid and degene- 
rate idolaters that could well be imagin'd. 
It was, therefore, an enmity to the Jeus, 
on a religious account, that increas'd their 
rage againſt them, ſo that the MVaelites 
ſaw plainly, ifthey would live upon good 
terms among that people, they muſt quit 
the true religion which they had receiv d 
at the diſpoſition of angels, and run, con- 
trary to their own judgment, into a 
worſhip that was earthly, ſenſual and 
deviliſh. In ſuch dreadful circumſtances 
their cries and groans aſcend to God, Who 
only could relieve them: and this brings 
me to conſider. 


2dly. The 


( 11 ) 


2d y. The manner of their deliverance. 
This is intimated in thoſe words, God 
went to redeem them and to do great and 
terrible things for them ; i. e. he ſignaliz'd 
himſelf in ſuch a manner in their behalt 
that it muſt be confeſs'd the finger of God 
was in the whole, their enemies themſelves 
being judges. This was evident in his 
firſt and remarkable appearance to Ms/cs 
in the burning buſh, calling him out in 
that extraordinary manner to be their de- 
liverer ; to go and demand their liberty of 
Pbaraob the proud and haughty tyrant; 
at the ſame time furniſhing him with 
a ſufficient power to prove his authority. 
Then it was that God ſaid of himſelf, 
J am come down to redeem and deliver them 
out of the hand of the Egyptians '. Never- 
theleſs the heart of Pharaoh was harden'd 
againſt all the importunity of Moſes; and 
inſtead of lerting the people go, he afficted 
them ſo much the more. Wherefore God 
did great and terrible things by the hands 


" Exod, iii. 7, 9, c. 
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of Moſes, in bringing all the variety of 
plagues upon Egypt. And when upon 
feeling this vengeance, Pharaoh conſented 
to the departure of the 1/rae/ites, but im- 
mediately perſued them with hopes of 
victory, the overthrow of bim and his hoſt, 
and the complete redemption of that people, 
was the moſt ſurprizing of all. The ene- 
my ſaid I will perſue, I will overtake, 
T will divide the ſpoil; my luſt ſhall be ſa- 
tisfied upon them; my hand ſhall deſtroy 
them. Thou didſt blow with thy wind, the 


ſea covered them, at once, they ſunk as 


lead, in the mighty waters! — This was 
the great ſalvation to the Jews; the be- 
ginning and foundation of all- the others 
which followed chem, during their long 
and tedious journey in the wilderneſs, till 
they were ſettled in the promis'd land. 
And now, after a continu'd injoyment 
of theſe invaluable bleſſings, their religi- 
ous, and civil liberty, how juſt and pro- 
per was the reflection in my text, what 
one nation in the earth, is like thy people, 


3 Exod, xv. 9, 10. | 
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ite Tfrael? fo diſtinguiſhed by a ind 
providence ; ſo remarkably ſaved of the 
Lord! Here, all the gods of the hea- 
then appear'd vanity and à he, and the 
LoxrD to be the only TRUE God, glorious 
in holineſs, fearful in praiſes, doing 
wonders. 


But we need not confine this reflection 
to the 1/rachites; it may very well ſuit 
any nation in after ages, for which the 
appearances of providence have been 
great and remarkable. And as the com- 
pariſon has been often made between 
Lfrael and Britain, there ſeems a great 
deal to countenance it on the preſent oc- 
caſion. We were a people eminently 
mark'd out by God at firſt by a refor- 
mation from popery ; which, upon ſome 
accounts, is as bad as the idolatry of 
Egypt : and, for ſeveral ygars had the 
proteflant religion kept alive, thro' fre- 
quent dangers and ſtruggles. But at laſt 
a popiſb prince aſcends the throue, who by 
principle was obliged to ſacrifice that 
which had been the price of ſo much 

blood 
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blood to obtain: a prince who would 


not only enſlave men's Bodies, but their 
minds too ; ſaying, 'bow down, that we 
may go over. Then was the joy,of this 
kingdom turned into mourning, and all 
our hopes, as men and chriſtians, like the 
giving up of the ghoſt, In this critical 
time did our fathers cry to God from this 


bouſe, this land of bondage; and he heard 
their groaning, remembered them in mer- 


cy, and raiſed up the great WILLIAM 


to be their deliverer. He came, he ſaw, 


he conquered all difficulties; and was the 


inſtrument of bringing about that /alva- 
tion we now rejoice in the bleſſings of. 


Let any man fix his eye at the RE V O- 


LUTION, and from thence take a view 
of all the difficulties and hazards we were 
redeemed from; let him watch the ſe- 
veral attempts to defeat the glorious de- 


. - ſigns of it, 15 the enemies of truth and 


goodneſs; let him trace the ſurprizing 


ſteps by which the proteſtant ſucceſſion 
was eſtabliſhed in the preſent AuGusT 
FAMILY, and obſerve the ring Glories 


that break forth, one age afrer another, 
till 


6150 


till they now at laſt ſhine in a per- 


fect day; and then judge whether we 


have not reaſon to triumph in the ſame 
language: Happy art thou, O Bri- 
© tain! a people ſaved of the Lord; 
« what one nation is like unto thee whom 
* God has thus gone forth to redeem for 


« a people unto himſelf, to do great and 
« wonderful things for you; to deliver 
« you from popiſh nations, from their 
ce ſuperſtitions, and their gods ?” 


I now proceed to the next general. 


II. To ſhew you what is the degn of 


providence in ſuch favourable interpo- 


ſures, and what influence they ſhould have 
on the people of ſuch a nation. Hereby 
God diſcovers himſelf to be their God; 
and they. are confirmed, or eſtabliſhed, and 
obliged by ſuch favours, to be his people. 
This is intimated to us in the 24th verſe. 


God, by ſuch eminent appearances and 
deliverances manifeſts himſelf in an eſpe- 
cial manner, to be the God of ſuch a 


People. 
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paple. Thus be got himſelf a name, or 

was own'd as the true 'Gdd,- from the 
wonders he wrought' in Egypt. And, 
wherever he diſcovers' himſelf in be- 
half of the religion and liberties of any 
nation, and ſecures ' this rich treaſure to 
them in ffrange and unexpected ways, he 
manifeſts a petuliar regard and favour 


for that people. It is, no doubt, a di- 


ſtinguiſhing bleſſing, to have the goſpel 
given to one land, while another is deſti- 
tute of this glorious light! And it is, I 
think, a favour equally great, to enjoy the 
goſpel pure and uncorrupted, and to have 
it continued and ſecured fo ; while many 
other nations ho profeſs to receive it, 
can ſcarce diſcover any one genuine fea- 
ture, thro the diſguiſe! and ſuperſtition 
with which it has been wickedly dreſs' d. 
Now in this way has God diſtinguiſhed 
ours from many other kingdoms of the 
earth, as the favourite of his kind pro- 
vidence ; and a land which the Lord our 
God careth for; watching over it conti- 
nually, from the beginning of the year to 
the end of the year. And this diſtinction of 

favour 


Ern 

favour (tho we cannot plead merit, nor 
account for the reaſons of it) may be 
very conſiſtent with the wi/dom, juſtice, 
and goodneſi of God; if we do but allow 
that he requires no more from any land 
than he gives, and that in every nation he 
that feareth God and worketh righteouſneſs, 
is Y . 


But ler wy now confider the 


Influence which ſoch remarkable inter- 
poſures ſhould have upon thoſe who are 
favoured with them. By this means they 
are confirmed, or eſtabliſhed to be the pe- 
' culiar people of God: i. e. as God had di- 
ſtinguiſhed himſelf ſo wonderfully in their 
behalf, he intimated to the Mraelites here- 
by, his expeftation, that they ſhould be 
— and ſeparated to him from all 
idolatrous nations, and ſo behave towards 
their Almighty Deliverer, as to be for a 
name and a praiſe in the whole earth 
And therefore it is obſervable, that the 
Jeus, upon ſuch extraordinary appear- 
ances, frequently renewed thetr covenant. 

| to 
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to be the Lord's; to own him as their 
God and King, and live in continued 
obedience to his commands. But then 
this expreſſion may likewiſe teach us, 
what return God expects from us for all 
his goodneſs and mercy ; and that is, a 
grateful ſenſe of it; which can never 
be ſincere, unleſs it ſhew itſelf in re- 
formation and growing obedience. And 
the reaſonablenſs of ſuch a return will 
appear if we conſider, 


1/. That it is ſuppoſed to be the na- 
tural tendency of ſuch deliverances to 
have this effect upon us. When God's 
hand is ſtretched out, to what purpoſe 
is it, but that men may eye and regard 
it? When he diſplays his infinite 7] 
dom and power, in diſappointing the de- 
vices of the craſty, undermining their 
ſchemes, and overthrowing the enemies 
of his people; and when he reſcues their 
lives, their rehgion, as a prey from the 
devouring lion, is all this apperatus, are 
all theſe mighty works, only to a- 


muſe; to make us gaze and wonder for 
the 


Fre 4 
the preſent, and then leave us ſtupid and 
unconcerned till the next ſurprize? or 
rather, is it not naturally to be expected 
that ſuch a creature as man, who can 
yield an attentive mind to matters of /e/5 
importance, would inquire, wherefore hath 
the Lord done all theſe great things for 
us? and what ſhall we render unto the 
Lord for all his benefits? And when 
he ſees the recovery of his religion, will 
be eaſily led to this concluſion, that it 
is for this cauſe, viz. that he may live 
more according to the rules of it, and fo 
prepare for the ſtable eternal ſtate of 
happineſs above. For what is religion 
but a diſpoſition of ſoul for heaven? and 


of what value is a pure goſpel, but only 
as it is admirably ſuited to beget and 


cheriſh, under the influence of the Ho- 
ly Spirit, this diſpoſition in us ? and of 
what avail will be the ſecuring ſuch a 
goſpel, unleſs it anſwers this original end 
and deſign? And wherever there is ſuch 
a diſpotion, the falvation will produce 


this effect. 
C 2 2dly, 
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2dly, Such appearances and deliverances 


lay us under renewed obligations to re- 
formation and obedience. As this is the 


tendency of religion itſelf, every freſh 


preſervation of it is an additional argu- 
ment to our complying with this de- 
fign. God has born long with 26, and 
our ingratitude has been as remarkable 
as his favours and patience. He might 
then, long ago, juſtly have delivered us 


over, in the dangerous hour, to thoſe 


whoſe tender mercies were cruelty, But 
His language was, how ſhall I give thee 
up, O England? And therefore he had 
ſtill compaſſion, and turned back our ca- 
ptivity, What now does he again de- 
clare to be his expectations from us, 


but that, after all, we ſhould fludy to- 


bring forth fruits meet for repentance ? 
And if ſuch repeated goodneſs has not 
this influence, our /in will be the greater, 
and our fpunſhment proportionably more 
Severe. If, after all God has done for 
ps, ſhould we again' break his righteous 
commandments, might we not fear that 


he 
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he would be angry with us, till be bad 
utterly conſumed. us, ſo that there ſhould 
be no remnant, or eſcaping '? This 
thought brings me to the laſt head. 


3dly, Such a proper behaviour towards 
God, upon receiving national mercies, is 
the only way to ſecure the continuance 
of his ſpecial providence for the future, 
This is ſtrongly pointed out to us by the 
words of the prophet to Aſa. That 
wiſe and righteous prince had been very 
ſucceſsful in deſtroying zdolatry *, in 
ſtrengthening and eſtabliſhing his peo- 
ple. Upon this God ſends Oded to him, 
who went out to meet Aſa, and ſaid unto 
him, hear me now Aſa, and all Judah, 
and Benjamin, the Lord will be with you, 


hilt you be with him; and if ye ſeek him 
ee 


ill be found of you : but if ye forſake 
him he will forſake you. Thus it will be 
certainly found, that the practice of re- 


ligion and virtue is the beſt way to ſecure 


Ezra ix. 12, 14. 
* 2 Chron, xiv. 
Cap, XV, 1. 2, Ce. 
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the peace and happineſs of our king, and 
eſtabliſh his throne too. And that the 
truth of that maxim will be always ex- 
perienc'd, as long as nations and kingdoms 
continue; and the moſt high ruleth among 
the children of Men; that RiGHTEOUsSNEss 
EXALTETH A NATION, Þuf SIN Is A RE- 
PROACH TO ANY PEOPLE, and eſpecially | 
to THAT which has been chiefly favoured 

of God before. Let us obſerve 


HI. The encouragement given, upon 
ſuch paſt deliverances, to our future 
hopes, eſpecially from any new additional 
appearance of God. This ſeems intimat- 
ed in the manner of David's addreſs to 
God immediately after his grateful ac- 
knowledgment of former deliverances: 
and now, O Lord God, the word which thou 
haſt Hofen, Sc. Here is alſo the confir- 
mation which David had, of his hopes, 
even the expreſs promiſe of God for the 
eſtabliſhing his kingdom and hrs houſe. 
Such a new additional diſcovery by Nathan 


the prophet gave a freſh ſpring to his joy, 


But then Zhis promiſe was peculiar to 
David, 
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David, and, no doubt, confirm'd in fo 
extraordinary manner, not merely with a 
reference to Solomon, but chiefly to the 
great Meſiab, who was, in the fulneſs of 
time, to deſcend from him. Neverthe- 
leſs, other nations where God has often 
appear'd as their Saviour, may hope, if 
they are obedient, that after be has done 
ſuch great things for them, he will nat 
deſtroy them : eſpecially if he gives any 
freſh intimations in their favour. 


God, by ſending the glorious King 
Willam to be aur deliverer; at a time 
when the fins of the land call'd aloud 
for vengeance, and the fatal ſtroke was 
juſt falling on the guilty neck, gave ſuch 
a diſcovery of his good will towards us, 
as rais'd every drooping ſpirit into a lively 
tranſport, And, as if it ſhould ſeem only 
a ſmall thing in his eyes to fave us for that 
time ; by enabling that Prince to eſtabliſh 
the proteſtant ſucceſſion in the preſent 
Royal FAMILyY did ſpeak concern- 
ing us, and the houſe of our King too 
for a great while to come: and at this day 
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has confirm'd his kindneſs to us in which 
he cauſed our forefathers to hope. — From 
ſuch paſt experience, from ſuch a new 
remarkable appearance, what may we 
expect? — Why, nothing, if we were 
to be dealt with according to our paſt 


behaviour. — Nothing, if we are not 


griev'd for our ingratitude. — In ſhort, 
nothing, if we are weary of our Liberty, 
and willing to give it up. But upon 
ſuppoſition that a right ſpirit is working 
in us, and we are forming reſolutions to 
walk more becoming our obligations, we 
may venture to lay out our hopes for 
our ſelves and our poſterity in the fol- 
lowing manner ;. and God grant we may 
never be diſappointed ! 


1. We may hope for a firm and laſt- 


ing continuance of the proteſtant religion 


among us. We have, indeed, - of late 
been- much alarmed with the increaſe 
of popery in the land, and there is too 
much ground to believe it. And there- 
fore to make us diligent in reading 


and underſtanding our principles, that 


we 


(25) 
we may not become proſelytes to i 
rance and ſuperſiition, But ſurely ou 
fears need not run fo high as formerly ;. 
eſpecially at the revolution. Then we 
had only one or two ſuccours to fly to; 


but now we have a King and Queen to be 


our ſupport for the preſent, and a glorious - 
train of deſcendants to perpetuate the 
bleſſing. And to ſhew the ſincerity of King 
George, and his firm attachment to the 
ſame glorious cauſe, he has, we hope by 
a divine direction, joyn'd that Famih, 
which was the great bulwark at firſt a- 
gainſt popery with his own, to render the 
barriers more ſacred and inviolable. Sure- 
ly, ſuch a ſituation may well inlarge our 
proſpects, and incourage us to reſt ſecure 
of our r BOY religion. | 


2. In conſequence of this, we may 
hope for the full and unreſtrain'd enjoy- 
ment of our liberties as proteſtant diſſen- 
ters. What theſe are you know too 
well for me to inform you. We have 
heard with our ears, and our fathers have 
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told us, the care and diligence us'd by 
our great deliverer to obtain theſe bleſ- 
ſings for us, which were then retarded 
by the flattery and falſhood of thoſe whoſe 
private intereſt it might be to deceive, 
We have ſeen the ſtruggles that have 
been made in later times, and the un- 
ſucceſsfullneſs hitherto. Perhaps, it was 
reſerv d as a work to be accompliſh'd, 
after the union of theſe two illuſtrious 
houſes, which could not be ſo properly 
effected, notwithſtanding the ind inclina- 
tions of each prince, before. And, ere 
long, let us perſuade ourſelves, the ſea- 
fon will dawn, when every negative diſ- 
couragement ſhall be remov'd, when we 
ſhall ſtand upon the ſame level with che 
reſt of our fellow ſubjects; and have 


equal capacities for exp effing our loyalty 
and affection, 


I might 404. 
3. That, if we, as a nation, turn to 


God, and act 9 to out obliga- 
tions, 


5 aii, 
tions, we may then hope for a revival 
of the Hirit and power of religion a- 
mong us; and the fulfilling of thoſe 
great promiſes which relate to the fu- 
ture proſperity of the chriſtian church. 
Great and glorious things are ſpoken of 
this kind in ſcripture, ſome of which 
ſeem deſign'd for accompliſhment in this 
world: And tho our eyes may not behold 
them, thoſe of another generation may. 
It is highly probable theſe times are to 
draw on by degrees; that from the leſſer 
influence of true religion on one parti- 
cular nation, it is to ſpread far and wide 
to the ends of the earth. And from 
what land is it fo likely to begrn its 
progreſs, as from that wherein it has 
been preſerv'd pure and uncorrupted, and 
has reform'd all the inhabitants of it? 
If then it is our happy caſe thus to injoy | 
the goſpel, and from henceforward we 
ſuffer it to produce ſuch a glorious 
effect upon us: if (in the language of 
the prophet 1/aiah with reference to the 
goſpel) our kings become, one after ano- 
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ther, nurſing fathers, and our queens 


nur hing mothers; if all our officers. are 
peace and our exattors righteouſneſs; and 
if all the people learn to know God, and 
practice his commands, from the laſt 
even to the greateſt; who can tell but 
that, as princes ſhall go forth from 
the Britiſh Throne, into many diſtant 
nations, with them this goſpel may ex- 
tend too, the life and purity of it reach 
into thoſe lands that now fit in darkneſs ; 
the idolatry of the heathen fall before 
it; and that great Babylon, the mother 
of ſpiritual whoredoms, and abominations, 


fink down and never be heard of any 


more? 


With ſome ſuch views and expecta- 
tions as zheſe, founded on paſt appear- 
ances of God, and this new additional 
blefling to our land, would I lead you 
on to the laf general, which is, 


IV. To ſhew how this hope i is to be 
expreſs d, and what ought to be the 


governing principle in all. 
The 


629) 


The manner in which we are to ex- 
preſs our hopes is, by prayer to God 
for the fulfilment of them. It David 
offer d ſuch a petition notwithſtanding 
God's expreſs promiſe ; how much more 
ought we who want that, and can only 
conclude in the general, from favow- 
rable appearances, to betake ourſelves 
to the fame refuge. — Let this then 
be ſuppos d the devotion. of our king; and 
let all the nation joyn with one heart 
and one voice, ſaying, 


« And now, O Lord God, the word which 
thou ſeemeſt to have ſpoken concern- 
« ing thy ſervant, and the manner in 
* which thou doſt appear to be build- 
ing up his houſe, eftabliſh it before thee! 
e and do as thou haſt led us to expect 
« from thee! May the Royal lives be pre- 
e cious in thy fight, as they are in ours! 
« May this ne, this glorious alliance to 
« the throne of our king prove a laſting 
«* ſtay and honour to it; and let no ſud- 
| ﬆ« den 
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« den change, no melancholy providence 
« by death, daſh our hopes, and bear 
* down the flowing joy / Grant that every 
* branch of this happy root may be 
forming, under a divine culture, for 
« large and extenſive ſervice, till the iſles 
« afar off ſhall fit under their refreſhing 
©& ſhade! —— And when the days of 
« cur ſovereign Hall be fulfill'd, and he 
« muſt ſleep, with the venerable duft of 
« his illuſtrious fathers, may the God 
& of heaven ſet up his ſeed after him, 
« and eſtabliſh their kingdoms in mercy 
« and growing righteouſneſs, till time 


* ſhall be no longer 


Thus let us expreſs our hopes, in a 
way of obedience and devotion; and then 
we ſhall be beſt diſpos'd to receive the 


bleſſings when they come. 


Now the great principle that ſhould 
animate all theſe petitions is this, v/z, 
that the Lord of hoſts may be magnified 


as the God of our Iſrael. That idola- 
trous 


(31) 

trous nations, when they obſerve the fig- 
nal bleſſings multiplied upon theſe Iſles, 
may confeſs the Lord is our God, and 
reverence and adore him as the great Al- 
mighty guardian of the people. And 
that from the full enjoyment of our re- 
ligious and civil liberties there may be an 
increaſe of holineſs among us; and thus, as 
reaſonable beings, we may reſemble him 
in that which is bis glory, and ſhew 
forth all his praiſe. For ſurely, with 
no other view than this, can we be ſup- 
poſed to deſire the accompliſhment of 
theſe hopes which we have now laid out 
for ourſelves. . 


But as ſomething of this nature has 
been already ſuggeſted, I ſhall now on- 
ly cloſe the ſubject with two reflections. 


1, We may learn from what has 
been ſaid, the vaſt difference between 
the joy of -a religious man, and the reſt 
of the world. In this as well as in e- 
very thing elſe, the righteous is more 

4. 


excellent than his neighbour. And to 
the honour of religion do I ſpeak it 
this day, that inſtead of preventing, it 
commands, it regulates, it improves. our 
joy. Had we conſulted the irreligious 
and prophane at this time, how to 
diſcover our zeal and affection, they 
(were we to judge by their own ex- 
ample) would have pointed at an un- 
bounded centiouſneſs, and exceſs of lux- 
ury and riot, Not that the general forms 
of rejoicing ſo lately over, were crimi- 
nal, no, they were juſt, and a ſmall of- 
fering on ſo grand an occaſion. It is the 
abuſe of them renders them ſinful ; tis 
the reſting in them, that is below the 
dignity of a chriſtian. A good man can 
bear his part with others in the public. 
demonſtrations of ſuch a nature, and 
by a ſeaſomable and moderate uſe feel a 
tronger pleaſure; while at the ſame time 
he improves all to raiſe his Heart to 
God, which aſcends a ſacrifice of praiſe 
and thankſgiving to him as the Being 
to whom we are originally obliged, 
By this means, while the laughter of 


foals 


FE ) 
fools it only for a moment, his joy is 
ſtrong and abiding; and he taſtes the 
ſame delight with kindred ſpirits above 
at the happy tidings of this ſolemnity 
reaching there. Let us then labour to 
cultivate this happy temper, and turn 
our joy into a religious channel upon 
this ſacred day. - This is the day the 


Lord bas In let our ſouls then magni- 


fy the Lord, for he has done great things 
for us, whereof we are glad. Bleſs the 
Lord, O our ſouls, and let all that is 
within us bleſs his holy name! Bleſs the 
Lord, O our ſouls, and let us never 
forget his benefits | we are his people, 
and the ſheep of his paſture ; let us enter 
into his gates with thankſgiving, and in- 
' to his courts with praiſe; for we have 
found that the Lord is good, his mercy 
everlaſting, and his truth induring to all 
ory 


2. We may learn what way to take 
for the ſecuring our own ſupreme hap- 
pineſs, whether our preſent expectations 
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kre anſwer'd or not. K, after all that 
can be ſaid, the generality of the land 
are reſolved to do wickedly, our fears 


may ſwell high indeed; but yet, if 


we are truly devoted to God, and de- 
termined to be his people, we ſhall be 
ſafe and happy ourſelves, and ſecure 
to eternity. Nay, tho the nation ſhould 
by a general obedience, ſtrengthen our 
hopes; yet as they may not all be 
accompliſhed in the preſent age, we 
may, nevertheleſs, have a proſpect upon 
ſuch a courſe, of ſomething better for 
ourſelves: That tho we die, not having 
received theſe bleſſings, we ſhall inherit 
all above, and, with the underſtanding 
of that world, be able, with an increaſ- 
ing pleaſure, to trace over all the ſteps 
of providence towards our native land, 
and admire, the wiſdom of the glori- 
ous ſcheme. Let it then be our. great 
ambition to cultivate religion now, and 
bring our ſouls under the power of the 
world to come; that ſo we may not, 


after our days of rejoicing are ended on 


earth, 


4 Na 
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earth, fink down to the regions of eter- 
nal ſorrow; G4 N 
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Now to him who is the bleſſed and 
only potentate, the King of King, 
and Lord of Lords, eternalgemmor- | 
tal, invifible, the only wiſe God, be 
honour and glory, dominion and 
majeſty, for ever and ever. Amen. 


— — — 
2 —ͤ̃ —ᷣ—̃ 


7 
' 
' 
' 


F IN 


_— — 


OE ea 


keen = % * 


* 


I 


CY 
— * 
FEE - » 1 
* > 5 
: - 
* — , „ 
7 wy * — 
LY 
& 
* Ws 
4 
fo 
* * 
4 _— 
= 1 - 
* - ” 5 Gas 
2 , 
24 . 
4 c 
0 6 0 
* - P 
£ is 
» 
„* - 
- 
. * 
* - * * 
* - 
* - _ 
* mn k a %, * - e 
- = 
- % 7 — 35 * U 
. 9 * * 
” „* ” ” S i 'L 
4 4. a 
* * * * A 5 . iy 7% » * 
- hy * wo 
> * = x1 at wor . * wa 
- » 7 * 4 : *ZY . 
_ 3 * . 4 7 4: 43.44 . * * 4 3 
EY 1 * * nen 
* n 0 ws 2 n 8 * 
5 5 - rr 
1 SS + . . A " * ad * „ 1 * 5 = * 
25 " » O's © * ” 
* 4 * * r * 6 
r 22 * — tb e 
Tb ak . 1 SL, . bo" r 
re - ' - ” 9 ww Yan CREBGELY 4 I $a > ———_ 
-1 q * 0; 1 - * 2 * "a 2&£ * XN; 5 iy 1 » < b — 33 7 4 — 2 n - = © att; 
1 2 Ss. . . mo A N 4" 5-44 -_ 5 B's # — * —— TO ES 
* 8 % 2 - 0 a r . n , — 8 n 1 
— 4 Ny %, 2 * 4 C - * = Lid $4 n 4 E - * ” 0 - 
pRE** ws. # 4.3% . 1 70 & 2. p 7 2 Cav 758 6 por — 2229 we * $45 . 3 
„ „ 12 — en * N * . _— ** Fu — 4 a * - — 
2 — ual "Ch 8* — —_ — > * 


. re. 4 - * e a 
x % A was # wb T Py * * ” 
* „ 1 A, *s * * * 1 * > n R 
— 5. | ws rr OE Yet rn UE RI ES oe 
© wid Ky — Pur I — Daw won — - Ln » . 6 4 « - r * 


2 ww 


1 


Sa 


— ” N — — - — — wa, - —-— 
— 8 = £3 : 


